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General objectives of converting electrical sources (voltage 
source and current source)

• Simplifying Circuit Analysis: Converting sources makes it easier to analyze electrical circuits
using methods such as Ohm’s Law and Kirchhoff’s Laws.

• Enabling the Use of Different Analysis Methods: This conversion allows for selecting the most
suitable method for circuit analysis, such as Mesh Analysis or Nodal Analysis.

• Flexibility in Design and Practical Applications: In some cases, using a current source or a
voltage source may be more efficient depending on the circuit’s requirements.

• Applying Various Theorems: Such as Thevenin’s Theorem and Norton’s Theorem, where
converting sources is sometimes necessary to obtain an equivalent circuit model.



General objectives of super mesh (maxwell) theory

• Reducing the Number of Equations in Circuit Analysis: The Super mesh
method helps minimize the number of equations required when analyzing
electrical circuits, making the solution process easier.

• Handling Interdependent Currents in Circuits: This theory is used when there
is a current source shared between two meshes, allowing them to be merged into a
single equation.

• Enhancing Analysis Efficiency: By using Supermesh, large and complex circuits
can be simplified, saving time and effort.

• Applicable to Multi-Source Circuits: This theory helps efficiently analyze
circuits containing multiple current or voltage sources.



Specific objectives:
 Conversion of Electrical Sources (Voltage Source and Current Source)

• Understand the relationship between voltage sources and current sources and how to convert
between them using internal resistance.

• Simplify electrical circuits by converting between the two sources to facilitate circuit analysis.

• Use source conversion in network analysis to easily calculate currents and voltages in the
circuit.

• Explain the concept of Thevenin resistance and Norton resistance as part of electrical
analysis.

Supermesh Theory

• Apply Supermesh Theory to analyze electrical circuits containing current sources.

• Simplify electrical equations when a shared current source exists between two mesh loops.

• Improve calculation efficiency and reduce the number of equations needed for circuit
analysis.

• Understand the relationship between Kirchhoff’s Laws (KVL and KCL) and Supermesh
Theory to determine currents in complex circuits.



Source Transformation 

A source transformation is the process of replacing a voltage source 𝒗𝒔 in series 
with a resistor R by a current source 𝒊𝒔 in parallel with a resistor R, or vice versa.

or 

Figure 3-11 Transformation of independent sources.

Figure 3-12 Transformation of dependent sources.

Source transformation also applies to

dependent sources, provided we carefully

handle the dependent variable. As shown

in Fig. 3-12.



Voltage Source Circuits

Multiple power sources can be connected in series or parallel in order to meet the 
different voltage or current output requirements for various applications:

Power sources are connected in series to increase the voltage output.

Power sources are connected in parallel to increase the current capacity.

 Series Sources:

Example:



Voltage Source Circuits

Parallel Sources:

Voltage sources are connected in parallel whenever it is necessary to deliver a 
current output greater than the current output that a single source of supply can 
provide, without increasing voltage across a load.

Example:
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Ex: Calculated the x and y.

Solution:



Determinates 
Ex: Calculated the x, y, and z.

Solution:
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Mesh-analysis/Loop-analysis/Maxwell's Current Analysis

EX: Calculated the current through (4Ω) by using (Mesh-Maxwell) Analysis.

Solution:

(2+4) 𝐼1 − 4𝐼2= 2 ..…(1)

−4𝐼1=(4+1) 𝐼2= −6…(2)

∆=
6 −4
−4 5

=[6 × 5 − (−4 × −4)]=14

∆1=
2 −4
−6 5

=[2 × 5 − (−4 × −6)]= − 14

∆2=
6 2
−4 −6

=[6 × −6 − (2 × −4)]= − 28

𝐼1 =
−14

14
= −1 𝐴 , 𝐼2 =

−28

14
= −2 𝐴

I(4Ω)=𝐼1 − 𝐼2 = −1− −2 = 1 𝐴 in the direction of (𝐼1)



Mesh-analysis/Loop-analysis/Maxwell's Current Analysis

EX: Calculated the current through (4Ω) by using (Mesh-Maxwell) Analysis.
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I(4Ω)=𝐼1 − 𝐼2 = −1− −2 = 1 𝐴 in the direction of (𝐼1)



Maxwell's current analysis: special case 

EX: Calculated the loop currents and current through (6Ω) by using (Mesh-Maxwell)
Analysis.

Solution:

For loop 1

(4+6) 𝐼1 − 6𝐼2= 10

10𝐼1 − 6𝐼2= 10 ..…(1)

For loop 2

𝐼2= −5A

10𝐼1 − 6(−5)= 10 ֜ 10𝐼1 − (−30)= 10

10𝐼1 + 30= 10 ֜ 10𝐼1= 10 −30 ֜ 10𝐼1= −20

𝐼1 =
−20

10
= −2 𝐴

I(6Ω)=𝐼1 − 𝐼2 = −2− −5 = −2 + 5 = 3 𝐴 in the direction of (𝐼1)



Maxwell's current analysis 

Homework: Find the loop currents and current through (4Ω) by using (Mesh-Maxwell)
Analysis.

Answer: 𝐼1 = 1.8𝐴, 𝐼2 = 0.3555𝐴 , 𝐼2 = 1.0222𝐴



Nodal analysis (format approach)

We will now employ Kirchhoff’s current law to develop a method referred to as
nodal analysis.

A node is defined as a junction of two or more branches. If we now define one node
of any network as a reference (that is, a point of zero potential or ground), the
remaining nodes of the network will all have a fixed potential relative to this
reference. For a network of N nodes, therefore, there will exist (N -1) nodes with a
fixed potential relative to the assigned reference node. Equations relating these
nodal voltages can be written by applying Kirchhoff’s current law at each of the (N -
1) nodes. To obtain the complete solution of a network, these nodal voltages are then
evaluated in the same manner in which loop currents were found in loop analysis.



Nodal analysis (format approach)
The nodal analysis method is applied as follows:

1. Choose a reference node and assign a subscripted voltage label to the (N 1) remaining
nodes of the network.

2. The number of equations required for a complete solution is equal to the number of
subscripted voltages (N 1). Column 1 of each equation is formed by summing the
conductances tied to the node of interest and multiplying the result by that subscripted nodal
voltage.

3. We must now consider the mutual terms that, as noted in the preceding example, are
always subtracted from the first column. It is possible to have more than one mutual term if
the nodal voltage of current interest has an element in common with more than one other
nodal voltage. This will be demonstrated in an example to follow. Each mutual term is the
product of the mutual conductance and the other nodal voltage tied to that conductance.

4. The column to the right of the equality sign is the algebraic sum of the current sources tied
to the node of interest. A current source is assigned a positive sign if it supplies current to a
node and a negative sign if it draws current from the node.

5. Solve the resulting simultaneous equations for the desired

voltages.



EX: Write the nodal equations for the network of the figure below

Solution:

Step 1: The figure is redrawn with assigned

subscripted voltages in the figure below.

Steps 2 to 4:





EX: Find the voltage across the 3-Ω resistor of the figure below by nodal analysis.

Solution: Converting sources and choosing nodes



× 𝟑𝟎

× 𝟏𝟐



EX: Using nodal analysis, determine the potential across the 4-Ω of the figure below by nodal
analysis.

Solution:





Nodal analysis  
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